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This handout covers just a few of the RJ developments going on around the world. It cannot cover them all, as it is impossible for one person to know everything that is happening. 

Early history of RJ

Most indigenous cultures have used some form of RJ as their main method of resolving conflicts and harms. Retributive justice is a relatively recent development of the last few centuries. 

The first recorded victim-offender mediation and reparation service in recent times in the Western hemisphere took place in Canada in Kitchener, Ontario. In 1974 a Mennonite probation officer, Mark Yantzi, took two young men to apologise and make reparation to 22 victims, whose houses they had vandalised. The idea was taken up in the US and in the early 1980s in the UK.

The following notes are some of the highlights for different countries.

Canada

· Currently 123 RJ programmes, with largest number in British Columbia and Ontario. 

· Canada is home to ‘sentencing circles’ based on First Nations practices.

· ‘Restorative Unit’ in a Canadian prison.

· Took a lead at UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 2002, resulting in UN Resolution encouraging all countries to implement RJ.

United States

· Umbreit and Greenwood survey (1996, pub 2000): 289 programmes, of which 45% work with young offenders, 9% with adults and 47% with both.

· Balanced and Restorative Justice Project survey (2002): 773 programmes.

· Minnesota seen as ‘RJ capital’.

· North Carolina programme: mediation at court using volunteers.

· Victim Sensitive Offender Dialogue for serious cases

· Texas has pioneering programme of mediation on Death Row and first state-wide scheme for victims of violent crime.

New Zealand

· Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1989 led to Family Group Conferences (Maori influence).

· 5000 FGCs per year.

· Research in first 3 years showed court appearances dropped from 64 to 16 per 1000 young people; residential custody dropped by more than half to 2% of young offenders.

· RJ legislation 2002: court-referred cases operating pre-sentence after guilty plea - cases diverted from prison.

Australia

· 1991 Wagga model of restorative conferencing

· All 8 territories have used conferencing, but currently only 5 are using it. 4 territories have legislation to establish conferencing.

· RISE research: 38 fewer offences per 100 offenders per year for young violent offenders.

Europe

EU Council Framework Decision (March 2001)

1.  Each Member State shall seek to promote mediation in criminal cases for offences which it considers appropriate for this sort of measure.

2.  Each Member State shall ensure that any agreement between the victim and the offender reached in the course of such mediation in criminal cases can be taken into account.

Member states are to comply with this by March 2006.

· Most European countries have had some RJ provision for years. 

· European Forum for Victim-Offender Mediation and Restorative Justice formed 2000. Office based in Leuven, Belgium.

Austria

· VOM introduced into law for juveniles in 1988 and adults in 2000.

· Mediation part of diversion package.

· Mediators are full-time professionals, qualified in social work and trained as mediators over 3 to 4 years.

· VOM is carried out with domestic violence offences.

Norway

· Municipal Mediation Act 1991.

· Community involvement.

· Mediation undertaken entirely by volunteers who receive expenses and a taken fee.

· Each area has local mediation service.

Poland

· Programmes have been running for 10 years.

· Mediation is undertaken by volunteers who receive small honorarium.

· Three-year exchange scheme with UK 2004-7.

Czech Republic

· Combines probation and mediation in the same agency through Probation and Mediation Act in 2000.

· DFID project provided training in 2004.

Belgium

· VOM generally available for juveniles and adults.

· RJ consultant in every prison (30 prisons).

Russia

· Centre for Legal and Judicial Reform and De Montfort University (DFID project) 2002-5.

Serbia and Montenegro

· Now 5 RJ pilot projects: two community projects (one in Serbia, one in Montenegro), one prison project, one for Mobile Teams (of social workers), one for Belgrade University.

· Prison Mediation Service mediating  between inmates in young offender institution.

Africa

· Traditional RJ practices destroyed by colonisation.

· Prison overcrowding is desperate problem.

· Community Service introduced in several African countries since 1990s.

· Some countries using RJ to get back to their own traditions.

Uganda

· Children Statute 1996

Where a case has been proved against a child (aged 12-17), the following orders may be made by the Village Court:

1.  Reconciliation

2.  Compensation
3.  Restitution
4.  Apology
5.  Caution
6.  Guidance Order
African Transformative Justice Project: Nigeria, Ghana and the Gambia

· Training in VOM in 2001.

· Victims happy for offenders to be diverted from prison because better chance of compensation or reparation.

· Property crimes regarded as serious as personal crimes.

· Tradition of forgiveness.

Rwanda

· ‘Gacaca’ process (local open-air hearings) to deal with the 100,000 people apprehended for genocide killings.

South Africa

· Truth and Reconciliation Commission for Apartheid crimes.

· Victim-offender conferencing scheme 1999-2003, including domestic violence cases.

· Diversion programmes for young people.

· Peace Committees in townships.

· Prisons Transformation Project in Pollsmoor Prison.

Latin America

· Several countries have RJ programmes, often building on indigenous practices.

· Social cohesion important.

· Restorative prisons.

Asia

· Many countries with traditional restorative practices still in use.

· Thailand: Family Group Conferences; Harmony Family Project uses restorative conferencing for spouse abuse cases; probation RJ pilot.

· Japan: shame, confession, apology and reparation; background for re-integrative shaming.

UN Resolutions

· April 2002: passed resolution encouraging all countries to implement RJ.

· Following UN Congress (they are every 5 years): official workshop included RJ - many countries had started implementing RJ, following the 2002 resolution, e.g.Turkey, Iran.

Useful websites

This is just a selection.

Worldwide developments
· RJ Online: www.restorativejustice.org

UK

· Mediation UK: www.mediationuk.org.uk;  

· Restorative Justice Consortium: www.restorativejustice.org.uk

Asia: www.restorativejustice.org/resources/world/asia/
Australia:
· Australian Institute of Criminology - RJ in Australia http://www.aic.gov.au/rjustice/index.html 

· Centre for Restorative Justice - ANU University
http://www.crj.anu.edu.au/index.html 

Canada:

· Conflict Resolution Network Canada: www.crnetwork.ca/RJ 

· Department of Justice, Canada http://canada.justice.gc.ca
· Restorative Justice in Canada www.restorativejustice.ca/index.html 

European Forum for Restorative Justice: www.euforumrj.org
Latin America: www.restorativejustice.org/resources/world/latin/
New Zealand:

· Ministry of Justice: Family Group Conferences: www.justice.govt.nz/youth/fgc.html
· New Zealand Ministry of Justice: Restorative Justice in New Zealand: www.justice.govt.nz/restorative-justice
South Africa:

· Restorative Justice Centre: www.rjc.co.za/
· Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation: www.csvr.org.za
· Centre for Conflict Resolution: http://ccrweb.ccr.uct.ac.za/index
UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice: www.unodc.org/unodc/en/crime_cicp_commission.html
US:

· Balanced and Restorative Justice Project: www.barjproject.org
· Center for Restorative Justice and Peacemaking:  http://ssw.che.umn.edu/rjp/ 
· David Doerfler, Concentric Journeys: www.concentricjourneys.com 

· National Criminal Justice Reference Service: www.ncjrs.gov 
· Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention:  http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/ 

· Restorative Justice Online:  http://www.restorativejustice.org/ 
· US Department of Justice: www.ojp.usdoj.gov   

· US Department of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime: www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc 

· Jon Wilson, Just Alternatives: www.justalternatives.org 

· VOMA  http://www.voma.org/ 
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